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Matthew 20:20-28 

Step 1: Read the story 
 
Matthew 20:20–28 

A Mother’s Request 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her 
sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21 And 
he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these 
two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to 
him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to 
sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the 
ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 
called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Step 2: Retell the Story 
Take a few moments to retell the story in your own words. You may 
want to speak it out loud, or write it down. If you find you are 
struggling to remember it, read or listen to it again. 

Step 3: Discover the Story 
When you feel that you are familiar with the story, take some time to 
think over or discuss the following questions 

• What does this story tell me about God? 
• What does this story tell me about people? 
• If this is really God's word, what changes would I have to make in 

my life? 
• Who am I going to tell? 

 


